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	Nursery
This week in the Nursery we have been learning the story of Little Red Riding Hood. We have written 'Get Well' cards to poor Granny. We have also enjoyed role playing having a picnic indoors, which has made a lot of sense with all of the rainy weather as of late!  After hearing Red Riding Hood deliver her classic lines, "Oh Granny, what big eyes you have!" it prompted us to discuss what we look like and how we are the same and different to our friends at school. This discussion has led to some lovely self-portraits, which you can see displayed as you walk into the Nursery cloakroom. Speaking of displays, please come in and have a look in our 'Bear Cave' foyer. 

	Reception
This week we have been thinking more about the Three Billy Goats Gruff! We are now expert story tellers and have extended this by drawing a class story map. Our story map helps us to remember what comes next in the story. Some of the children have tried to draw their own story maps! We are very proud of how the children were able to work with their talk partners to retell the story this week. We have also been using adjectives to describe the troll. We thought of excellent words: grumpy, greedy, angry and mean! 
In Maths we have been learning about 3D shapes. We learnt their names and different features of each 3D shape; faces, edges and corners. The children used these shapes to make some fantastic models and they had to think very carefully about whether to use the curved or flat faces. 
As well as all of this fantastic work the children have been exploring what happens when we mix differently coloured paint together!

	Year 1
1A         This week we have been very excited about our trip to the park, and when Tuesday arrived, we were not disappointed.

              We all brought sensible shoes, trainers or boots and wore warm, waterproof clothes. We walked together sensibly 
              down to the park and were very careful to listen to the teachers when crossing the road. Once at the park, we went on 
              the playground equipment, found some ducks and geese, saw a tree that had been hit by lightning, crossed bridges, 
              ran races (Mr Ayres won!!) and played with our playground equipment. We had a fabulous time and all slept well that 
              night!!

1H         What an exciting week it has been! Our trip to the park was tremendous fun. We crunched our way through the thick 
              woods, raced across the huge field, played with lots of different sports equipment, admired the beautiful swans and 
              climbed, swung and slid all over the play area. The trip really helped the children to write exciting recounts full of 
              interesting detail. In our P.E. lesson this week our BOSU instructor regularly chose Ester to demonstrate her wonderful 
              balance and agility skills to the rest of the class. Also a very special mention for Zakaria, Ameen, Blessing and Divin 
              who are all impressing Miss Witter by working really hard in her numeracy group. Keep up the great work!

1T          Another great week in 1T! Thank you to all the parents and carers for what was a wonderful performance by 1T. I 
              was so proud of all the children. They spoke and sang with clarity, confidence and wore huge smiles upon their 
              beaming faces. Stars of the future I think! We had a fantastic time on our trip to the park on Tuesday afternoon and as 
              a result have written some amazing recounts.  A special well done to Adil for adding such detail to his recount! In 
              Numeracy we have been adding numbers using the vertical column method.

	Year 2
2H          This week in 2H we have started looking at our new Literacy topic 'Really Looking', all about night time poems. We         
               have read a range of poems and then had a go at performing them. We thought about how we could use the volume 
               of our voices to emphasise certain parts of the poem. As part of our IPC topic 'Seeing the Light' we produced some 
               fantastic pictures that looked like fireworks. We created them by blowing on paint using a straw. Keep up the good 
               work next week 2H!
2L          Another brilliant week!  This week children have discussed  what they will see with our partnership, Birmingham 
              City University.  Children have also been working hard to perform night time poems and children really enjoyed 
              performing some of the poems in groups, they are working on their tone and pitch and have tried really hard!  Well 
              done year 2!

2W        This week 2W visited Tower Hill library as part of our partnership. We had a look around and saw how the books are       
              organised  and why they may be grouped as they are. Saamiyah chose a book for us to share whilst we were in the 

              library all about a fairy who did not know how to do the correct thing. Luckily, 2W knew how to do the correct thing and 
              behaved  impeccably. We all learnt that we need to keep our voices quiet and consider others who are using the 
              library.  All children who do not have a library membership card already were given an application form to join the 
              library. I look forward to our next visit when we will be able to take some books out on loan.  
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	Year 3
3B
What a busy week in 3B! The children have been working really hard learning all about volcanic eruptions! We have learnt words such as crust, mantle, magma, vent and plates to explain how a volcano erupts. In Literacy this week we have been learning all about non-fiction texts, specifically the layout of non-chronological reports. In RESPECT we have explored the feeling of jealousy and how to deal with it. Well done 3B for all your hard work and determination. 
3M         We have had another fantastic week of learning in 3M. In Literacy, the children have become detectives and have been investigating the key features of a non-chronological report and looking at the variety of non-fiction texts.  I have been very impressed with their detective skills! In maths we have been looking at time and direction. The children have helped Wally find all the items that he had lost by directing him through a maze. He was very thankful to the year 3 children! I have been super impressed with their hard work this week. Keep it up!  A big well done to Faizaan for his fantastic effort in the year 3/4 football tournament this week. 

3T
It has been another great week in 3T. The children have started their new literacy topic all about non-fiction writing. 
              They are building up to writing an information sheet about volcanoes. This has been helped by their research in IPC of 

              famous volcanoes and eruptions. The children have been working very hard to learn their lines for the class assembly 
              and are very excited to perform next week.

	Year 4
4HY       This week 4HY have worked hard during IPC lessons to learn how different muscles work in pairs in the human body. Well done to Harjit for writing a brilliant explanation of the how the muscles in the arm work. They have also been researching the different organs in the human body. During literacy the pupils have been writing their story set in a different culture. Set 3 in particular worked on retelling the story of Ali Baba.

4L
This week in year 4 we have been preparing for our extended writing. Children have been looking at a range of story
               openings and conclusions and have written some superb unexpected endings for Aladdin. In numeracy we have been
               recapping on different measures. Children did a brilliant job in their capacity investigations.          
4W
In our Respect lesson we looked at the issue of taking responsibility. We read and discussed a newspaper article on a 
              local park and how the residents took responsibility for their local area. The children could understand how being 
              responsible helped others.  In IPC, we focused on the bicep and tricep muscles in our arm and drew a diagram with 
              labels showing what happens to each muscle when the arm is bent or straight.  Well done 4W.   

	Year 5
5J
This week in 5J we have been learning about what clouds are made of and how they are formed. We have created 
              interesting fact files on the different types of clouds. Special mention to Alex, who created an amazing fact file and 

              used all of the key vocabulary learnt! We have continued our investigations into shadows, discussing what could affect 
              their size and position. We have also gained confidence with our performance poetry in literacy! 

5T
5T have been enjoying performance poetry this week and have written some fabulous poems about their senses. They 
              have also enjoyed learning about different types of clouds and how they are formed. They also enjoyed discussing our 
              partnership, Guide dogs UK, and are thinking of ways in which they can raise awareness. Our star of the week is 
              Ramim. Well done!

5S
This week in 5S, we have been exploring factors affecting shadow size as part of our QCA Science unit. We tried to 
               simulate the process of shadow-making by the sun within our classroom due to the absence of the sun outside! In 
               Year 5 we are gearing up for our QCA Assessments next week which will give the children an indication of how they're 
               getting on in Literacy & Numeracy. Rest up Year 5 and prepare to give it your best shot!

	Year 6
6G          This week in maths Set 1 we have continued to work on developing our reflection and rotation skills. We have also 
               looked at time durations. In literacy we have been making links to our World War II project by analysing the language 
               used by our wartime leaders to inspire and reassure the British people. In IPC, we have been using our knowledge of 
               the solar system to help us understand why we have four separate seasons.
6M
Congratulations to 6M. I was very proud of the way they represented the school on their recent business trip to 
               Birmingham. In IPC this week we have been learning that the rotation of the Earth on its axis is the reason why we 
               have day and night. In literacy Set 1 we have continued to read and enjoy ‘The Boy In The Striped Pyjamas’. We have 
               been using our inference skills to deduce information about the characters. Well done everyone.
6W          In literacy Set 3 we have continued to read Carrie’s War. We have been developing our inference skills to help us pick  

               out clues to develop our understanding of the key characters. In Numeracy, we have been looking at tackling 
               questions involving time durations using a number line.  
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DORRINGTON ACADEMY


Head Teacher; Miss L Barratt


www.dorringtonprimary.co.uk 	Tel: 0121 464 5330 


Fax: 0121 464 7904





DORRINGTON NEWS: 31st January 2014





DORRINGTON DIARY -    Dates for your Diary


Friday, 14th February 2014 – SCHOOL CLOSES FOR HALF TERM


Monday, 24th February 2014 – SCHOOL OPENS FOR ALL PUPILS


Friday, 11th April 2014 – SCHOOL CLOSES FOR EASTER HOLIDAYS


Monday, 28th April 2014 – SCHOOL OPENS FOR ALL PUPILS





Friday, 16th May 2014 – SCHOOL CLOSED FOR TEACHER TRAINING


Monday, 19th May – SCHOOL CLOSED FOR TEACHER TRAINING


Thursday, 22nd May 2014 – SCHOOL CLOSED FOR ELECTIONS


Monday, 21st July 2014 – SCHOOL CLOSED FOR TEACHER TRAINING
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ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY


          This week the top classes for Attendance and Punctuality were as follows:


Attendance:   KS1  RW     97.92%        KS2    4HY/4W/6G  100%


                      REC RW      97.92%        Yr 3    3T        96.98%


                      Yr 1   1H      94.17%        Yr 4    4HY/4W   100% 


                     Yr 2    2H      91.67%        Yr 5     5J        96.55%


                                                              Yr 6     6G          100%


                                      Punctuality:     KS1 RC/1T 2 lates              KS2   5J/5T/6M   NO lates


                                       MOST LATES:   KS1 – 2W (9 LATES)    KS2 –4W (9 LATES)





CLASS WINNERS


KS1	RJ     KS2	5T


HOUSE WINNER


This week’s House Winner is RUBY.  Well Done!





WINNING CLASSES FOR RESPECT


KS1	1A 	KS2	4L

















THIS WEEK’S HEADLINES


Charlie and the Chocolate Factory


As part of our school production, we will be decorating the hall and corridor with ‘sweets and chocolates’.


Please could you send in empty sweet/chocolate containers, empty sweet/chocolate tins, tubs and sweet/chocolate bar wrappers.


Also any wrapping paper inner tubes please.


Thank you!!











YEAR GROUP NEWS








YEAR GROUP NEWS
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Outdoor Education


With the weather predicted to get colder and wetter, can you please remind your child(ren) to bring in warm, waterproof coats and a sensible change of footwear to continue working outside in all weather conditions.��In Years 1 and 2 the children have been investigating shadows; working well to understand what we need to make them, and identifying similarities and differences in the size, shape and colour of the shadow to the original object.�Years 3 and 4 have been working hard identifying the different features of plants; creating wonderfully detailed sketches and illustrations of different parts of the plants and developing their understanding of the purpose of the leaves.�Let us Rock! We’ll look at rocks in detail to help classify and distinguish the different types. Year 5 have been studying geology; developing, using and applying their classification skills.�Science ‘Friction’ is what Year 6 have been up to, developing their understanding and the applications of the different forces we interact with on a daily basis. Using Newton meters and everyday objects, the children have been carrying out a selection of investigations.





Kids Club


Kids Club will be open during the half term holiday, 


week commencing 17th February. 


There will be plenty of fun activities. 


Trips will be taking place on two days. 


If you would like your child to attend, please collect a form from Kids Club


 or ring Clare or Lucy on 07940 555 263 for further details.











Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers


We are collecting Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers again this year.    Please send vouchers to the school office.


Thank you!!





“Together we are stronger"








