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	Nursery

	In Nursery this week, we have been celebrating Black History week and Diwali.  We have been looking at African stories, culture, and the story and traditions of Diwali.   We have been studying the African story, ‘Handa’s Surprise,’ and Mrs Johnson made banana muffins with us.  They were delicious! We also had an African drumming lesson and danced to some African music.  For Diwali, we coloured in Mehndi and Rangoli patterns and listened and danced to Bollywood songs. It has been interesting to learn about other cultures!  Can we remind parents to leave a spare set of clothes in a labelled bag for your child and thank you to all parents for your support.  Have a great half term!

	Reception

	
	This week we have listened to the story 'Handa's Surprise' for Black History week. The children have sequenced pictures in the correct order and told the story in their own words. They have also had the opportunity to act out the story on the stage. We have had lots of fun as RH and RW have had the opportunity to perform some African dancing and RJ have performed some African drumming. Everyone has tasted a variety of fruits and talked about their likes and dislikes. All the children have made a carnival mask; they are very bright and beautiful. In Maths, we have been learning to subtract two, one digit numbers, e.g. 5 oranges - 1 orange = 4 oranges and we were using fruit items to work out the answers. Well done children for settling in so well and working hard in your first half term at school. Have a relaxing and enjoyable holiday but remember to practise reading your keywords and book.

	Year 1

	1C
	This week we have had lots of fun in our 'Black History Week.' We listened to the story of Handa's Surprise, then sequenced pictures and wrote a sentence to go with each picture. Well done to Lorenzo and Kobi for trying very hard to sound out the words they were writing. We also tasted lots of different fruits from the story and made a tally chart showing our favourites. Everyone has been very creative making some super carnival masks using sequins, feathers and foil. We have also been finding out about Zambia and have learnt which animals are found in the South Laungwa National Park. What a busy week!   Have a super half term holiday 1C!

	1H
	In 1H this week as part of Black History Week we have been making and decorating carnival masks, writing about the story ‘Handa’s Surprise’ and learning about the country Madagscar.  Well done to  Elham Khaksar for making a fantastic carnival mask!

	1J
	1J have had a very exciting week and on Monday we 'flew' to Africa as part of Black History week! We had our own boarding passes, in-flight menus, went through security and watched the safety video before taking off! We have been retelling the story of Handa's surprise, learning about Morocco and making arts and crafts such as Moroccan rugs and carnival masks, and learning about famous black people. We even tried African Drumming where we showed that we could play a repeated rhythm and work together as a team! Have a lovely half term holiday 1J, you deserve it after all of your hard work and super behaviour this term!

	Year 2

	2D
	We have had a fabulous time this week, celebrating Black History Week. We have been learning about the African country of Cameroon. We have learned about African wildlife and habitats, the rainforests and savannahs and looked at school and work in Cameroon. We have found many similarities and differences between Cameroon and the UK! We have been very creative this week, making masks and finger drums and sunset paintings. We were very lucky when a painter called Annette came in to teach us about African Tinga Tinga art, and we make some beautiful dot paintings. It's been a busy week and we are all exhausted! We are ready for a rest over half term and looking forward to a fresh start when we come back in November!

	2N
	In Black History Week 2N have been having lots of fun! We have looked at Africa and our class country focus, Nigeria. We got to taste Nigerian food (Plantain Chips and Chin-Chins), make drums, make dot paintings, make a sunset savannah picture, make flags and make masks. Everyone has worked so hard and had lots of fun along the way. What a great week 2N!

	2W
	This week we have celebrated black history in our classes and each class has focused on a different country in Africa. 2W have focused on Kenya. There has been lots of creative activities including making flags, masks Kente cloth patterns and even our own drums. This was inspired by an amazing African drumming workshop we were lucky enough to take part in. We learnt how to make and keep a steady beat in the drumming workshop and practised this on our own drums. All children in 2W have worked together really well this week and have shown their creative ability. Well done to all children and have a super half term holiday.
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	Year 3

	3A
	A super week this week in 3A! We have taken part in many different activities based around Black History Week. The children have learnt many different facts about Egypt. The children really enjoyed learning to play the African Drums, we have some real talent in 3A. We have created carnival masks with a variety of materials, such as feathers and sequins and explored different types of African Music. A fantastic first half term 3A!

	3C
	What a fun and exciting week 3C have had this week! The children have really enjoyed celebrating Black History Week by taking part in a variety of activities. We have been creating colourful African masks, exploring African music, composing our own pieces of music and making our own African snacks! The children have also been extremely creative and produced some fantastic art collages based on Zimbabwe and they have made their own African footballs. They have worked very hard this week. Well done 3C! Enjoy your half term.

	3M
	I have been so impressed with the enthusiasm that 3M have shown this week. We have had a wonderful week looking at the importance of 'Black History' and the children have all produced some fantastic pieces of work. We made African footballs with newspaper, bags and string and then played with them during PE. After studying the lives of some important people we wrote biographies about Nelson Mandela. We have also made decorative masks, fruit kebabs and collages based on South Africa. Have a lovely break 3M; you have worked hard this half term!

	Year 4

	4A
	This week it has been black history week and our class have been focusing on the country Gambia. The children have been researching lots of interesting facts about Gambia and created their own projects. They have studied the different types of African Art and created their own patterns. They have really enjoyed all of the activities this week!

	4M
	In 4M we have been focusing on Ethiopia and have found out lots of interesting information about this country. We have learned all about the different types of clothing that African men and women wear. We also discussed slavery and created our own role plays and speeches about why we think slavery should have been abolished.

	4W
	We have focused on Sudan and created our own projects. We were very lucky to have been shown some African cooking by Mrs Johnson and all of the children really enjoyed themselves, especially the cakes! We have also looked at the devastating issue of poverty and the class came up with their own fundraising ideas.

	Year 5

	5A
	We have been looking at the country of Senegal as part of our special Black History work. We have designed and made leaflets or booklets about the country, listened to music from its inhabitants, made our own versions of artwork from the region and joined in with African dance.  Keep working hard!!

	5L
	Well what an exciting week 5L have had during Black History Week. Children started off the week by participating in an African dance workshop and the children had lots of fun learning different dance moves. We have learnt about our class country Ghana and children have created a poster. 5L have also worked extremely hard creating a carnival or tribal mask. I hope you have enjoyed your week 5L and have a lovely rest over half term.

	5W
	This week in 5W we have been looking at the Ivory Coast for Black History Week. We have looked at what life is like over there for children and we have learnt lots of facts about the country! We have written a letter to the Prime Minister asking him to stop the poachers hunting elephants and we have completed a leaflet about the country. We have also created our own Tingatinga art and we've written a description of the jungle in the Ivory Coast. It's been a busy week! Have a restful half-term 5W and come back ready to do your best next half-term!

	Year 6


	African Caribbean Evening was a great success and a wonderful way to launch the Black History Week activities which we have been enjoying this week. In year 6, we have linked our activities to our study of the Benin and Mayan society. We have been writing comparisons of the two societies and creating plaques out of clay. We have also enjoyed an African drumming workshop and 6W has even been creating an African garden! We hope you have a restful and relaxing half term break.
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DORRINGTON ACADEMY


Head Teacher; Miss L Barratt


www.dorringtonprimary.co.uk 	Tel: 0121 464 5330 


Fax: 0121 464 7904





DORRINGTON NEWS: 24th October 2014





DORRINGTON DIARY -    Dates for your Diary





Friday, 24th October 2014 – SCHOOL CLOSES FOR HALF TERM


Monday, 3rd November 2014 – SCHOOL OPENS FOR ALL PUPILS


Monday, 10th November 2014 – FILM CLUB TILL 5PM


Friday, 14th November 2014 – Non-Uniform day for Children in Need


Monday, 1st December 2014 – FILM CLUB TILL 5PM


Tuesday, 9th December 2014 – Nursery/Reception Nativity AM


Wednesday, 10th December 2014 – KS1 Nativity AM

















THIS WEEK’S HEADLINES





RECEPTION OPEN DAY


Wednesday, 5th November 2014 – RECEPTION SEPT 15 OPEN DAY


9.30AM �- 12PM & 1.30PM – 5.30PM


Come and visit our fantastic Reception classrooms and teachers!!











ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY


          This week the top classes for Attendance and Punctuality were as follows:


Attendance�
�
�
�
�
�
�
KS1�
2D�
99.17%�
KS2�
4W�
97.41%�
�
REC�
RJ/RW�
94.17%�
Year 3�
3C�
96.98%�
�
Year 1�
1C�
97.84%�
Year 4�
4M�
97.32%�
�
Year 2�
2D�
99.17%�
Year 5�
5A�
96.25%�
�
�
�
�
Year 6�
6W�
97.41%�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Punctuality�
�
�
�
�
�
�
KS1 Winners�
1H   �
NO LATES�
KS2 Winners�
        5L�
NO LATES�
�
KS1 Most Lates�
1C�
7 LATES�
 KS2 MostLates�
4A�
7 LATES�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
HOUSE WINNER    This week’s House Winner is -------------------- Well Done!





CLASS HOUSE POINT WINNERS


KS1   --	    KS2	    --





WINNING CLASSES FOR RESPECT        KS1	2N	KS2	4A

















YEAR GROUP NEWS








YEAR GROUP NEWS





DORRINGTON NEWS: 24th October 2014





RECEPTION/SECONDARY TRANSFER SEPTEMBER 2015


Birmingham Admissions website is now open for online applications for a Reception/Secondary School place in September 2015.  Apply online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions" ��www.birmingham.gov.uk/schooladmissions�. 


The closing date for Reception applications is 15th January 2015. 


The closing date for Secondary applications is 31st October 2014.





LOST COAT


We are looking for Nikola Swiat’s lost coat.


It is a Purple & Pink Regatta coat with hood.  If found please hand it in to school office.


Thank you.





Parking on Dorrington Road


Please respect our neighbours and park responsibly when dropping and collecting your children. Please do not park on footpaths or block driveways, or park in DISABLED BAYS.


Thank you.











Foreign Coin Collection


We are still collecting coins/notes from other countries. 


(NOT UK Pounds & pence).


If you have any foreign coins/notes lying around the house, please send them into school with your child.  


A reward of 5 house points per coin/note will be given to any child bringing in foreign coins/notes. Thank you.


























“Together we are stronger"








